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time of Alexander, were one of the free nations of India,
Dionysius and Nonnus use the form of Hudarkce, Pliny has
Sydracce, which agrees with Starbo'sSt^ttzte; andDiodorus
has Surakousa.    Arrian and Curtius alone  give Oxudrakce.
Starbo adds that they were said to be descendants of Bacchus;1
and as Chares of Mytilene states that the name of the Indian
god  Zofodfao;  meant  o*Vw6;, or the   "Wine-bibber,"   I
infer that the people who boasted a descent from Bacchus may
have called themselves  Sur&kas,  or  Bacchidas.    The d in
Sudrakce I look upon as a redundant addition of the Greeks,
which is also found in the Adraistce of Arrian and the Andresta
of Diodorus.  The Sanskrit name of this people was ArfaUraka,
or "the Kingless," which is well preserved in Justin's  Aresfa.
Surakai, or the descendants of Sura, must therefore be the true
Greek form.   This is confirmed by the longer form of the name
given by Diodorus as Zvfakovffat, which is most  probably
derived from the Sanskrit $wdt "wine," and kusa. "mad, or
inebriated."   It would thus mean simply the "drunkards/* a
nickname which was no doubt given by their Arian neighbours,
who were very liberal in their abuse of the Turanian population
of the Panjab.   Thus the Kathaei of Sangala are stigmatized in
the Mahabharata as "thieving Btihikas" as well as "wine-
bibbers and beaf eaters/'3   They are also called by a variety
of names as Madra, Bdhika,, Atatta, and Jdrttikka, and not even
once by their own proper name, which, as we know from
Alexander's historians, was Kath&i, which is still preserved in
the Kathi of the present day.   I confess, therefore, that I look
upon many of the ethnic appellations which the Greeks have
handed down to us as mere nicknames, or abusive epithets
applied by the Brahmanical Arians to their Turanian neigh-
bours    For instance, the name of KamtisthoK, which Anian*
gives to a people on the Hydraotes, or Ravi, is most probably
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